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District Youth News
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A cooperative effort between Kelty United Methodist Church, Lufkin, Falvey
Memorial United Methodist Church, Wells, and the Wells independent school district
resulted in junior high and high school age youth enjoying open gym, food, and an
inspirational lesson. The after-hours program presenter, Rev. Cindy Parker told the
crowd of 40 some kids the poignant story of Russell Pennington.

Russell's Grapeland high school football team was struck by lightning in 2004.
Russell was the only one with injuries resulting in his death. Russell was a senior at
Grapeland and made a habit of witnessing 21 who would listen to him about always
being ready if the Lord called your number. Rev. Parker was Russell’s youth leader at
the time. She developed a great study program based on Russell's life and his
testimony. She calls it R U E ( Are You Ready).

We presented the program twice a week for three weeks. We also provided a
snack meal of either pizza, cheese nachos , or hot dogs. We also presented the kids
and the school staff with the neat Are You Ready T-shirt with Russell's number 76 on
it. It was a wonderful experience for everybody and Rev. Joe Beran, Falvey UMC
pastor, highly recommends Rev. Parker's program for any area school group. We thank
the school for their quiet operation and a special thanks to Rev. Parker.

YPA ;9&) >&; ;#9 &6 =# =#)>
196; #&>; > &; ##9 &6 =# =# ;)

Falvey Memorial United Methodist Church teamed up with Josephine United
Methodist Church from Josephine Texas (North District) during the week of June 12
for an exciting mission experience for both churches and the city of Wells. Josephine
UMC brought eight energetic school-age kids along with six exceptionally talented
adults and stayed in our fellowship Hall. They were self-funded and ready to make a
difference in our city.

Pastor Joe Beran said, "Wells has received a blessing by having Josephine UMC
in our town. There's a noticeable difference in our city Park, there is a overgrown,
city owned lot that was cleaned up, and to area residents were treated to some love
failed attention.”

Pastor Mark Newsom and his wife Shannon from Josephine UMC along with
Dave Chamberlain set a great example for their kids, our church, and community. We
welcome them back any time!
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The Texas Annual Conference and the Committee on Safe Sanctuary is offering a new way for vol-
unteers to complete safe sanctuary training.

To make the process more cost efficient and convenient for users, safe sanctuary training is now
being offered online. Individuals are responsible for knowing all the information presented in the safe
sanctuary policy and can learn at their own pace by reading the policy and/or watching a series of
videos online. When they are confident with the material they can then take a test online which will
automatically generate a certificate upon passing with the user’'s name, date and time of completion.

The Testing Application and information is availabl e at www.txcumc.org/safesanctuaryapplication

The safe Sanctuary Policy is available at  www.txcumc.org/sspolicy

Relevant forms are available at www.txcumc.org/safesanctuaryforms

Individuals will still be required to follow the certification process as outlined below.

CERTIFICATION PROCESS

1. All Leaders, Assistant Leaders or Childcare Providers shall complete an application / con-
sent form. By signing the form, the applicant gives permission to have references checked
and background screening completed by the appropriate authority. BACKGROUND

2. The application will be processed by the local chur ch. (All references checked and
background screening completed.)

3. All applicants must attend Safe Sanctuary training.

4. The certification checklist will be completed by th e local church and sent to the Safe
Sanctuary office to complete the certification proc ess for the conference policy.

For additional information contact:

Dan Ramsey, Safe Sanctuary Consultant
281-222-4393
dbramseyjr@sbcglobal.net
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